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'Introduction to Pain Management' for those considering enrolling with the Faculty of Pain Management.
S. Gibson
Sydney, New South Wales Anaesthesia and Intensive Care A-Z. An Encyclopaedia of Principles and Practice. Fifth Edition. Churchill Livingstone. Steve M Yentis, Nicholas P Hirsch, James K Ip; 2013; 553 pages. ISBN 978-0-7020-4420-5. ~AUD$115.00.
This text serves as a general summary, in alphabetical form, of the basic sciences and clinical practice in anaesthesia and intensive care. Its intended use is as a revision text for the primary specialist examinations; though its British bias suggests it was written as a text for the UK Fellowship of the Royal College of Anaesthetists first-part examination.
As a summary, the sections on basic sciences are concise and clear, and have appropriate accompanying diagrams. Some slight criticism comes from the brevity of some of the sections (for example, alfentanil is noted as having a shorter half-life than fentanyl but no figures are given for either drug) and so, in some instances, some supplementary reading would be required. However, many sections would function as the basis of a good solid answer to a viva question, and so for examination preparation this is a readable and useable resource.
There is an opening explanation of international drug nomenclature, and the text closes with a revision checklist that would again be a valuable time-saver for an exam candidate.
This edition is published for the first time with an electronic version. Even for this reviewer (an acknowledged non-technophile), this version was easy to use. Initial access is fairly straightforward and login worked seamlessly, although the following setup applications were a little irritating. However, once downloaded (to a tablet), the eBook was easy to navigate. Clicking on a particular topic brings up the relevant page; and referencing to related
